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Hutt Valley Eastern Hills Pre 1860’s Tracks Jeremy Foster 2021
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Pre 
European 
Taita Track 
Past Spur
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Whirinaki Pa/Kainga and Parihoro Pa Sites at each end of the Spur
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2007 GTC Plan for 
Housing

The Spur area was classified as 
mostly plantation pine except the 
proposed SNA area of Kamahi forest 
with emergent pine.
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2015 Boffa 
Miskell Ecology 
Report
“Tree Fern” classification of what were to 
become proposed SNA areas. The tree fern 
area has expanded into some gully areas
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GTC 2021 Masterplan

Getting exciting now for the Spur classified 
with area of Indigenous Forest and some 
Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwood area as 
well near the location now being proposed 
as SNA by Dr Keesing
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GTC 2021 Masterplan
Part of the Spur area upgraded to be an 
SNA

But no area of Broadleaved Indigenous 
Hardwood shown
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Proposed Road 
Across Spur

Road alignment crosses and re-
crosses the proposed SNA areas.
Doesn’t show the 24m minimum 
road width or the allowance for 
another 12m of width for 
vegetation clearance and cut/fill 
earthworks on either side of the 
busway and separate cycleway.
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GTC Forestry Road 
Vegetation 
Clearance
This width of vegetation 
clearance is approximately half 
what would be required for a 
public road across the Spur.
Removal of either indigenous or 
exotic vegetation results in this 
level of destruction over Natural 
Open Spaces and loss of the  
values of the land to tangata
whenua and people who 
connect to this place.
More than 10% of the Spur area 
would be lost under any road 
proposal and affect the areas it 
would bisect.
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1943 Retrolens Imagery of Spur

Prominent areas of indigenous 
vegetation within the gullies on the 
Spur and in the area alongside Sylvan 
Way – 80 years ago.
Therefore the large native beech trees 
in this image are likely to have been 
50-70 years or older at this date.

Observe the canopy trees within the 
gully inside the proposed SNA area 
that some ecologists are claiming 
have treefern only with emergent 
pine. 
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Retrolens January 1984 Spur Aerial Photograph
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1984 – Water Vat Gully 
Indigenous Vegetation 
Extent – Partly Within 
Proposed SNA Area 
These gully areas were not disturbed by 
forestry tracks as at 1984.

The SNA area proposed by Dr Keesing is 
within this gully system.

The individual mature canopy trees visible in 
this image were able to be located in 2024 by 
volunteers on various fieldtrips.  

The fieldtrips by volunteers have confirmed 
that this area as defined has now further 
developed over 40 years and has been 
documented within several submissions.
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1984 Spur Gully Parallel 
with Sylvan Way –
Currently Within 
Proposed SNA
This gully system is within the SNA area 
proposed by Mr Golding as a linkage and 
buffering area and classified as Mamaku and 
treeferns.

This gully actually contains mature broadleaf 
indigenous hardwoods as documented by 
volunteer inspections in 2024.

This gully system is wholly within the 
Mamaku and treefern area with occasional 
emergent pine (wilding pines).  
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1984 Hulls Creek Gully 
– Not Within Proposed 
SNA 
This gully system is not within the proposed 
SNA area.

This gully actually contains mature broadleaf 
indigenous hardwoods as documented by 
volunteer inspections in 2024.

The gully system is immediately adjacent the 
Water Vat Gully system, and now has 
linkages across the ridge that divides the two 
systems of manuka and tree fern that has 
grown within the last 40 years between 1984 
and 2024.
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SNA Area Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods

Eastern End Dr Keesing Proposed Area Eastern End Dr Keesing Proposed Area
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Hulls Creek Gully – Not Currently Included in 
SNA

Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods Location of Image
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Hulls Creek Gully – Not Currently Included in 
SNA 
20m plus Broadleaved Indigenous 
Hardwoods  Location of Image
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Spur Gully Adjacent Sylvan Way – Currnently
Included in SNA proposed by Mr Goldwater

Location of Image Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods
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SNA Area Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods

Western End Dr Keesing Proposed Area Western End Dr Keesing Proposed Area
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Water Vat Gully Upstream of Dr Keesing
Proposed SNA Area
Tree ferns and young broadleaf 
indigenous hardwoods Location of Image
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Water Vat Gully Downstream of Dr Keesing
Proposed SNA Area 

Broadleaved Indigenous Hardwoods
More Broadleaved Indigenous 
Hardwoods
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My recommended 
additions to the 

proposed SNA area 
including the Hulls 
Creek Gully (Red), 

The Water Vat Gully 
and the Ridge Area 
between the Hulls 

Creek and Water Vat 
Gullies
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